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MEETING NOTES (DRAFT – FOR APPROVAL 10/03/2016) 

Thursday 26 November 2015 at 5:30pm Chaired By:  Gareth Jones (SUEZ) 

Club Central Menai – 44-60 Allison Crescent, Menai Note Taker:  Gareth Jones (SUEZ) 
 

ATTENDEES 
 

SITA Australia / SUEZ environnement 

·   (PC) – Sydney Landfill Business Manager 
·   (KR) – Landfill Manager 
·   (PK) – Organics Manager 
·   (CN) – Project Manager 
·   (AP) – Compliance Officer 
·   (GJ) – Stakeholder Engagement Manager 
 

Cronulla Model Aero Club 

·   (GH) 
 

 

Residents 

·   (IK) – Como 
·   (JR) – Menai 
 

Apologies 

·   (MG) – Holsworthy MP 
·   (DE) – Illawong 
·   (NG) – Illawong 
 

 

RECORD OF DISCUSSION 
1 WELCOME AND AGENDA 

Item Discussion Action Due  

1.1  GJ welcomed all present to the meeting. Apologies were noted.   
 

2 ACCEPTANCE OF NOTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Item Discussion Action Due  

2.1  Notes from the meeting held Thursday 10 September were accepted 
without amendment. 

  

2.2  Notes from the meeting held Tuesday 29 September were accepted 
without amendment. 

  

 

3 OPERATIONS UPDATES 

Item Discussion Action Due  

3.1  KR reported that operations have been continuing in Cell 5/2. Lining works 
commenced in cell 5/3 in early November, and construction will go to early 
February. Regular toolbox meetings are taking place. Recent audits have 
taken place against ISO4801 and ISO14001, and the facility came through 
with very good results. No LTIs or MTIs have occurred in the last 3 
months. New corporate signage with the new SUEZ logo has also now 
been installed at the entry and throughout the facility. The PCYC season 
has now come to a close, and after recent re-election of committee 
members and President, new contact details would be available soon. 
Upgrades have been made recently to a number of areas associated with 
landfill gas collection, with 27 new wells installed in the last 3 weeks. This 
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project will continue through to mid-December, and is resulting in 
increased gas capture across the landfill. 

3.2  PC explained that the company’s new brand is SUEZ Australia, which 
comprises a group of three business entities: Recycling & Recovery, Water 
& Treatment Solutions, and Oil & Gas. The operations at Lucas Heights 
and all other waste management, recycling and resource recovery facilities 
fall under the SUEZ Recycling & Recovery Australia business unit. 

  

3.3  PK reported that the Organics operation has also recently undergone an 
external and very stringent SAI Global audit. This is the first time the 
Organics facility has been assessed under ISO4801 and ISO14001, and 
recertification is also being completed under ISO9001, which refers to the 
pasteurisation of organics. The audit has covered a range of administrative 
factors including staff training and procedures, with no significant issues 
identified. New SUEZ corporate signage for Organics is not installed yet 
but has been proofed and is now being manufactured, and should be in 
place by Christmas. At the moment the facility is not receiving any 
municipal organics outside the local councils, being Sutherland, Kogarah 
and Hurstville. Sutherland tonnes have been quite high recently due to wet 
weather and heat. 

  

3.4  IK asked if there are limits on the quantities of metal accepted for free 
recycling at the facility. 

KR replied that only household quantities are accepted. 

  

 

4 ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

Item Discussion Action Due  

4.1  AP presented the Environmental Update included as Appendix 1.   

4.2  JRo asked what is meant by letters “DG1” etc. 

AP replied that DG refers to “dust gauge.” 

JRo asked why the readings in one dust gauge are worse than the others. 

AP replied that this dust gauge is near the excavation for the new cell. 

  

4.3  JRo reported that there has been little odour around during the daytime 
recently, but she has noticed odours at night – often from around 11pm, 
and sometimes still lingering at 6am, but mostly gone by then. 

GH added that he has also noticed odours at night near the Cronulla 
Model Aero Club flying fields, usually when overcast. 

  

 

5 LHRRP DEVELOPMENT EIS EXHIBITION PERIOD UPDATE 

Item Discussion Action Due  

5.1  PC delivered a presentation included as Appendix 2.   

5.2  JRo said she felt the newspaper advertisement was misleading as it 
doesn’t state that SUEZ want to extend the lifespan of the facility from 
2025 to 2037. 

PC replied that the advertisement is designed to inform people that there is 
a proposal underway and tell them where they can find more information.  
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5.3  JRo said that most local residents don’t realise that Lucas Heights 
Resource Recovery Park is the tip. 

PC reported that most people he has spoken to in the community have 
been aware of the connection. 

  

5.4  PC explained that the Department of Planning & Environment’s (DPE) 
exhibition period runs until 18 December, and SUEZ’s communication 
process has been in addition to and support of DPE’s advertising and 
exhibition. The displays currently in place will be there until this weekend. 
Council may be happy to have the stand at Council continue for a longer 
period but this is yet to be confirmed. Anyone with questions, concerns or 
support is encouraged to respond to DPE formally. 

  

5.5  JRo said she would have liked to see the figure of 175 extra trucks per day 
quoted on the displays. Simply saying 67 extra trucks during peak hour is 
misleading. Those trucks are scary and noisy. 

PC noted that 96% of trucks using New Illawarra Rd will not be related to 
SUEZ operations. 

JRo said that 175 trucks in addition to existing traffic is still a lot. JRo said 
she doesn’t want these trucks on New Illawarra Rd, and that she feels the 
CRG meetings have been a waste of time. 

PC replied that SUEZ engagement through the CRG has added significant 
value and information to the documentation, in terms of the level of detail, 
the contents and how it is communicated. The proposal has been 
influenced significantly by issues discussed and questions raised at CRG. 

  

 

6 LUCAS HEIGHTS 1 UPDATE 

Item Discussion Action Due  

6.1  GS was not present to provide an update on Lucas Heights 1.   
 

7 ACTIONS OUTSTANDING 

Item Discussion Action Due  

7.1   

4.3 Investigate palm frond acceptance issues and report back to CRG. PK 4.3 

  

7.1.1  PK explained that palm fronds can’t be accepted with other greenwaste as 
they don’t break down like other materials. Palm fronds can take up to 2 
years to decompose, even after shredding and aggressive processing. 
What we receive in kerbside collection we just have to deal with, but if 
people arrive with a whole load of palm fronds they are generally directed to 
landfill. Some organics facilities in Queensland set aside areas specifically 
for palm fronds, and processing takes a long time. We have licence 
conditions in NSW however which mean that if we hold any material on site 
for that length of time we will have to pay the landfill levy. 

JRo said the free greenwaste vouchers provided by Council don’t 
adequately state that palm fronds can’t be accepted. 

ACTION CLOSED – NEW ACTION: 
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Action Scan and circulate one of the Council greenwaste tipping vouchers so that 
everyone can review the wording. SUEZ to work with Council to amend 
wording if required. 

PK Next 
meeting 

7.2   

5.5 Bring a map of groundwater well locations to CRG 
meetings.  

AP 5.5 

  

7.2.1  AP presented the map in accordance with the action. 

ACTION CLOSED. 

  

7.3   

8.1.1 Prepare A1 montages of final profile as viewed from various 
locations around LHRRP, including from PT’s residence. 

PC 8.1.1 

  

7.3.1  Three A1 images were presented that are included in the EIS. The images 
show the difference between the current visual form, the current approved 
landform and the proposed landform as per the proposal. 

PC provided the images for viewing by CRG members. 

CN demonstrated the location of the images in the EIS. 

  

7.3.2  JRo asked why the images show sandstone and not rubbish. 

PC replied that the rubbish is always covered with crushed sandstone at 
the end of every day. The stockpile currently visible is crushed sandstone, 
not rubbish. 

  

 

8 OTHER BUSINESS 

Item Discussion Action Due  

8.1  Meeting dates for 2016 were agreed: 

·  Thursday 10 March 5:30pm (Club Central) 
·  Thursday 9 June 5:30pm (Club Central) 
·  Thursday 8 September 9:00am (on site at LHRRP, including tour) 
·  Thursday 24 November 5:30pm (Club Central) 

  

8.2  GH stated that for such a significant project and submission, he was 
disappointed that there were no local or state government representatives 
in attendance at this meeting. CMAC do not gain anything from this 
proposal and need to wait longer to receive land for their activities. 

  

 

MEETING CLOSED 6:21PM 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Date: Thursday 10 March 2016, 5:30pm 

Venue: Club Central Menai – 44-60 Allison Crescent, Menai 
 

APPENDICES 
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Appendix Description Related Item 

A Environmental Update presented by AP 4.1 

B Presentation delivered by PC 5.1 
 

ACTIONS OUTSTANDING 
Item Description Action Due  

7.1.1 Scan and circulate one of the Council greenwaste tipping vouchers so that 
everyone can review the wording. SUEZ to work with Council to amend 
wording if required. 

PK Next 
meeting 
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APPENDIX A: ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE 

SITE OPERATIONS 

·  Daily landfilling operations cell 5.2. 
·  Cell 5.3B lining works commenced early November 
·  Contractors are conducting two or more EQS toolbox meetings each month. EQS meetings are 

taking place with all site contractors to ensure environmental and safety management/compliance is 
maintained. 

·  A 5 day SAI Global external audit was carried out in early November, covering Landfill and 
Organics. Landfill continued their AS/NZ 4801 and ISO 9001 certification with no major issues 
identified. Organics obtained initial certification of AS4801 and ISO14001 with recertification for 
ISO9001. 

·  No OH&S incidents have been reported during previous three months on site, No LTI’s, No MTI’s. 
·  New corporate signage has been installed at LHRRP. 
 

PCYC MINI-BIKE CLUB 

Sutherland PCYC 2015 season is now drawing to a close. A new committee has been elected for the 
2016 season, awaiting details. 
 

LANDFILL GAS MANAGEMENT  

Upgrading of infrastructure continues including installation of 27 additional wells at various locations on 
site including cell 5.3. The wells vary in depth from 8 to 18 metres. 
The current program will be completed in mid-December 2015. 
 
 

NURSERY/PLANTING 

The nursery continues to propagate native plants for Local schools and community groups 
Contact  Lloyd Hedges (Vice President) – 0406 901 631 
Website http://menaiwildflower.austplants.com.au/ 
E-mail   menaiwildflower@austplants.com.au 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 

Odour Notifications 

The chart below illustrates odour notifications received from the community through our Odour Hotline and 
the EPA pollution line. There were 4 for Aug, 0 for Sept and Oct and 0 complaints so far for Nov 2015.  
 
The odour complaints per month for 2015 can be seen below in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1:  Odour complaints for 2015. 

 
To mitigate any odour which may be present at LHRRP, the tip face has been reduced in size, waste is 
covered at the end of each day, and deodoriser is being used on site and continuously operating during 
turning of the organics products. The leachate and organics dams are being aerated and weather 
conditions are monitored for when possible odorous works are undertaken. Additional odour monitoring is 
undertaken in the mornings in and around the site to identify possible odour. 
 

Gas and odour monitoring 

The last landfill and organics monitoring rounds for gas and odour were undertaken on the 2nd November 
2015. The site was found to have low levels of surface gas with no area exceeding the EPL limit of 500 
ppm methane. 
 

Dust 

Dust has been monitored each month at six (6) locations around the site. The 12 month average is 
currently below the limit aimed for of 4 g/m2 month as seen in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2:  Monthly dust gauge readings from Jan 2015 – Sept 2015 for LHRRP. 

 

Leachate 

The total volumes of leachate treated and sent to sewer during the reporting period were below the 
volumes agreed with Sydney Water of (800 m3/day) as seen in Table1 below. 
 

Table 1:  Average volume of leachate treated per day at LH2. 

Month  Quantity  Units 
Aug 
2015 

 

564 m3/day 

Sept 
2015 614 m3/day 

Oct 
2015 

 

692 m3/day 

 

Ground water 

All environmental monitoring reports can be located at: 
http://www.sita.com.au/facility-reports/new-illawar ra-road-environmental-reports  
 
Analytical and field results from groundwater sampled during the September 2015 monitoring round were 
consistent with those from previous rounds with the following results shown in Table 2 below. 
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Table 2:  Ground Water Parameters from June 2015 – September 2015 

Monitoring 
Well 

Turbidity  Total alkalinity  Total Dissolved Solids Sulphate 
Jun  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Sept  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Jun  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Sept  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Jun  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Sept  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Jun  
2015 

(mg/L) 

Sept  
2015 

(mg/L)) 
MB034 71 30 11 8 170 190 10 9 

MB035 40 92 <5 <1 170 200 9 10 

MB038 280 250 <5 <1 270 280 9 11 

MB040 33 82 6 22 180 240 7 8 

MB306 51 11 <5 5 210 220 7 8 

 
No exceedances were detected in the boundary bores. 
 
Analytical results of typical indicators of leachate in groundwater (Ammonia as N and TOC) 
are shown in Table 3 below. The level of ammonia was found not to have exceeded the licence limit of 1 
mg/L in the ground water bores. 
 

Table 3:  Groundwater readings of ammonia and total organic carbon from September 2015. 

Monitoring Well  Ammonia  Total Organic Carbon  
(mg/L)  (mg/L)  

MB008 0.01 <1 
MB032 0.09 3 
MB033 0.017 4 
MB034 0.006 4 
MB035 0.048 3 
MB038 0.007 3 
MB039 Nt Nt 
MB040 0.13 3 
MB041 Nt Nt 
MB305 0.015 3 
MB306 0.005 2 

 
Nt = Not Tested due to well being dry 
  



��������	
���   
COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL FEEDBACK HOTLINE: 1800 368 737 

NSW EPA ENVIRONMENT LINE: 131 555 
 

LUCAS HEIGHTS CRG – MEETING NOTES: THURSDAY 26 NOVE MBER 2015 (DRAFT) PAGE 10 OF 14 

APPENDIX B: PRESENTATION 
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